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An Analysis of Criminal Reporting
Question 1
The interactionist perspective of crime implies that crime is a behaviour developed to promote financially powerful people to retain their control over society. It, therefore, expresses crime to be a relativistic concept which is a reflection of the preferences of individuals who possess social power within a specific legal jurisdiction (Siegel & Worrall, 2018, p. 12). Therefore, the interactionist perspective shows a reflection of society's existing moral values. In the consensus theory of crime, it is imperative to maintain or continues social order within the community.
The consensus theory is, therefore, a sociologically oriented perspective whose aim is to exacerbate the status quo. Consequently, in this theory, rules and regulations are integrative for all, and anyone who disrespects them is classified as a deviant.
The conflict theory of crime explains that any crime within society is associated with conflicts, which go against the set laws aimed towards the protection of interests and rights. The conflict theory of crime expresses that individuals within society are keen towards the maximization of their share of limited resources that are part of the human desire. The limited nature of resources and the essence of everyone being interested leads to the development of the conflict.
In my personal opinion, I feel that the social definition of crime is a reality. This situation is prevalent because resources are scarce, and everyone intends to possess them. Due to this scarcity, arguments and conflicts are inevitable where some people have more than others. This situation leads to the development of crime, as criminals seek to acquire a share of the economic resources by force, for instance.
 
Question 2
Measures of Crime
Uniform Crime Reports
Strengths
a. The Uniform Crime Report offers a measure of the occurrences of crimes reported to the police or any other law enforcement agency across the nation. For instance, the UCR program acquires and organizes data from individual crime incident records sent directly to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) or any other centralized state agencies which eventually report to the FBI (Smith et al., 2020). Therefore, it offers statistical evidence towards crime occurrence and hence stands an ideal chance for crime mitigation.
b. The Uniform Crime Report's SRS' Supplementary Homicide Reports offer timely and reliable data according to the nature and distribution of homicides within a nation. This distribution gives people the opportunity to visualize the historical perspective of crime to evaluate whether it is falling or increasing.
Weaknesses
a. The Uniform Crime Report only covers crimes that are reported by the police and hence is considerably inaccurate in reporting because some crimes may end up unreported. Additionally, the UCR does not consider drug usage as a crime leading to reporting errors (Siegel and Worrall, 2018, p. 37).
b. Transitions in local laws may lead to an increase in crimes. For instance, it is illegal to grow or possess marijuana in some states, while others have the legal authority to do so, such as California. Consequently, this leads to a discrepancy in criminal reporting.

The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS)
Strengths
a. According to Lynch, Berbaum, & Planty (2002), the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) can acquire a considerably higher percentage of offences above what is captured within police records. This situation occurs since the NCVS uses a larger sample than the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, among other offence surveys. 
b. The NCVS offers statistical information on victimization for people aged 12 and above, and intricately offer information on sub-populations based on gender, age, racial groups, among other groups from the survey data.
Weaknesses 
a. The NCVS may study repeat victims within its consecutive surveys leading to information discrepancies.
b. In regards to series victims, only paltry information is collected about the multiple victimizations as they are only captured as a single occurrence of crime. This makes it complex to ascertain the connection between the incidents.
Question 3
The dark figure of crime implies to unreported and unrecorded incidences of crime. The first strategy to lower the dark figure of crime entails an improvement in crime reporting and recording. Increased reporting ensures that fewer incidences of crime go unreported ("Measuring the 'Dark figure' of crime," 2017). Additionally, it is imperative to apply Bayesian Probability, which is keen on the estimation and prediction of the likelihood of crime. A statistician combines both the existing evidence and prior assumptions about the crime's general prevalence within a particular area in the quest to make a reasonable estimation of the real crime value. Although this strategy is not perfect, Bayesian statistics are ideal for uncovering under-reported crimes such as Driving under the Influence (DUIs) or Sexual crimes.
Question 4
I think an augmentation of both the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) and the National Crime Victimization Survey to eliminate the flaws of each. For instance, in UCR, a considerably low number of trivial offences are recorded. Therefore, the aggregate of UCR and NCVS would empower policing authorities to promote a characteristically powerful criminal reporting strategy that would also encompass additional reporting on sexual crimes and DUIs, which are overlooked within the existing strategy ("nation’s two crime measures," 2018). The non-reported value of crimes or rather the dark figure of crime would be reduced. Hence, the application of Bayesian statistics would be increasingly accurate, to create an almost perfect reporting strategy.
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